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Introduction

• History of veterinary science and education is embedded within 
the colonial history of South Africa 

• Observations on unknown animal diseases occurred during this 
historical period

• Documented into written descriptions like journal articles and 
theses and captured as photos and glass negatives. 



Introduction (cont.)

• Archival material which is difficult to locate, is crucial to complete 
the picture.

Cattle suffering from trypanosomosis in 
Uganda

Paper from the Proceedings 
of the 1929 Pan African 
Veterinary Conference, 
1929 Pretoria, South Africa



Development of Veterinary Science in SA

• Theiler and the Rinderpest epidemic, 1896

• The first South African to become a qualified veterinarian, was a 
Xhosa - Jotello Festiri Soga



Development of Veterinary Science in SA

• Research institute established in 1908

• Training at the institute as from 1920 under supervision of 
Transvaal University College

• Degrees awarded by University of South Africa

Signature of Sir Arnold Theiler in the UNISA 
Honorary doctorates graduation book, 1912



• Research Institute (with various names over the years) formed part 
of the state Department of Agriculture (with various names as 
well)

• Research Institute became part of the Agricultural Research 
Council in 1992

• Minus the vaccine factory, that became a state-owned company 
called Onderstepoort Biological Products in 2000

Development of Veterinary Science in SA



• Training took place as a joint venture with the University of 
Pretoria until separation in 1973

• Degrees were awarded by University of Pretoria, now an 
autonomous institution

Development of Veterinary Science in SA



Safeguarding

• Historical items, documents and memorabilia were scattered 

• In 2007 the Jotello F Soga Library realised the importance of 
safeguarding the veterinary history of South Africa

Donation from Prof Anna Verster 
containing photos and other 
memorabilia of Sir Arnold Theiler 
to the Jotello F Soga library



Safeguarding

• Material to be digitised and preserved in the UPSpace repository 
as a collection, named the South African National Veterinary 
Repository (SANVR) https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/3809

• Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) closed between ARC-OVR and 
the University of Pretoria

https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/3809


Safeguarding

• The Veterinary History Committee of the South African Veterinary 
Association (SAVA), now known as the Veterinary History Society 
also contributed material



Resources preserved in UPSpace
• One of the criteria to build a veterinary historical collection is to 

carefully select and evaluate the resources to be digitised and 
uploaded

• 1929 Pan-African Veterinary Conference



Resources cont. – Frank Veglia

• Frank Veglia’s landmark article “The anatomy and life-history of 
Haemonchus contortus (Rud.)”



Resources cont. – Sir Arnold Theiler’s last lecture 

• Sir Arnold Theiler’s last lecture

This is probably the last lecture Sir 
Arnold Theiler gave to BVSc students at 
Onderstepoort, 1936. He died in London 
soon afterwards. The lecture was made 
available by Dr M. de Lange, who 
graduated in 1936. (Full text available in 
UPSpace)



Resources cont. – OJVR

• Reports of the Government Veterinary Bacteriologist of the Transvaal

• Reports of the Director of Veterinary Research

• Reports of the Director of Veterinary Education and Research  

• Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Science and Animal Industry

• Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research 



Resources cont. - Biographies

• Biographies compiled by the Veterinary History Society

• Example: Dr John Isaac Quinn

Photo of Dr John Isaac Quin Biography of Dr Quin 
in SANVR

Thesis of Dr Quin in 
SANVR



Resources cont. – Biographies 2

• He can  be linked to his full text thesis 
“Studies on anthrax immunity” 
available (with permission from 
UNISA) in the “Early Veterinary Theses 
– University of South Africa 1920-
1950” collection. A photo of Dr Quin is 
available in the “Historic Glass Plate 
Collection” of the ARC-OVR while his 
journal articles can be retrieved in full 
text from the Onderstepoort Journal 
of Veterinary Science and Animal 
Industry in the SANVR collection. 



Glass-plate collection

• Glass-plate negative collection in the possession of the ARC-OVR. 

• Currently it is in the process of being assigned metadata and 
uploaded to UPSpace. 

• Subjects covered in this collection are the early developments at 
Onderstepoort, students and staff, other research stations like 
Allerton and Kaalplaas and buildings



Images from the glass-plate collection



Future possibilities

• Administrative archive, 1919-1962

Dr. Bately Scott Parkin 
(1892/07/16-1950/07/16)



Future possibilities 2

• Valuable old books, out of copyright, in the ARC-OVR library

• Agricultural Journal of the Cape of Good Hope contains the 
earliest veterinary articles produced on South African soil

• Digitised partially  by Sabinet



Conclusion

• Veterinary librarians are frequently faced with requests to supply 
historical information for various commemorations, presentations 
and writings

• As librarians and archivists with experience in working with 
software development, data practices and scholarly 
communication, we have taken up the responsibility of preserving 
the veterinary history of South Africa. When working in 
collaboration with other institutions and individuals we can avoid 
losing our wealth of historical veterinary information. 



Thank you

Questions?


